September 18, 2006

New Castle News 

Att: Letter to the Editor

As a parent of two Laurel High School female students and president of the Laurel Soccer Club, I have been part of a group effort aggressively pursuing the inclusion of soccer as a varsity program at Laurel High School.  To date, with presentations to the school board, presenting evidence, charts and surveys, the promise of a new high school soccer field and paying all program costs for the first two years.  The school board and administrators have simple answers, “our current enrollment just cannot support the addition of another major athletic team” and “adding an additional sport would negatively impact our existing athletic programs and other co-curricular activities”.  According to Dr. Sandra Hennon, Superintendent of Laurel School District, these answers were arrived at after much consideration and discussion. In search of the facts which led them to their decision.  I proceeded to ask for the specific number of students attending Laurel in the 9th through 12th grades, as well as a list of fall sports their costs and a list of the co-curricular activities with the answers separated male from female.  The answer to my request was I need to pay $ 454.30 to the school district up front in order to gather the data, analyze, segregate and report the information I require, in addition to 25 cents per page to copy any reports furnished.  Many of my answers have already been posted in the New Castle News provided by the school and I have used in my presentations.  I want them to verify these facts to prove my point that presently they are not serving our students, especially the females and the inclusion of soccer will allow more students to participate in sports. That some current Laurel athletic programs are weak or will weaken is due to lack of student interest and has nothing to do with soccer.  

I am a homeowner in the district and pay school taxes.  Why should I pay this kind of money for information regarding the school I am paying to support? This type of information should be readily available. Dr. Sandra Hennon is the Title IX coordinator for the school district.   How is Dr. Hennon making sure our school is in compliance with Title IX unless she is reviewing the above requested information on a regular basis?  

Laurel School District families need to call or visit Dr. Hennon and insist that the programming of the school is done for the benefit of our children, male and female not just a select group of influential individuals and programs that they feel are adequate.  

Sincerely,

Vincent Bejgrowicz

President, Laurel Soccer Club

724-652-2443 

cell 724-651-9080

president@laurelsoccerclub.com

