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PRESENTATION MADE BY VINCENT BEJGROWICZ TO THE LAUREL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
ON MAY 9, 2006, ALL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD RECV’D COPIES

My name is Vincent Bejgrowicz and I am the president of the Laurel Soccer Club. Thank you
for allowing me the opportunity to address this board regarding soccer.

My goal today is to ask the board to consider approving a cooperative arrangement with
Lincoln High School in Ellwood City to allow 7 of our varsity age girls to play on their AAA
soccer team.

The girls requesting this have been playing since as early as age 4, and it would be unfortunate
to stop them at this age from continuing to participate in this sport. If there are costs associated
with this type of arrangement, the laurel soccer club and the player’s parents are willing to
discuss sharing in the expense as well as providing any necessary transportation.

This first step by the Laurel School board will allow committed players to continue in the sport
they love. The natural next step would be for the school board to allow a varsity soccer
program for both boys and girls to be added in the future to the athletic programs presently
offered. T understand from WPIAL, that there is also an option of the school sponsoring a club
team, by lending their name and no financial support. This team would then be entitled to play
a limited number of exhibition games against local high schools as long as the games were
scheduled early enough in the year for the upcoming fall season. The Soccer club would
consider this as an intermediate step for a year or two, if the school board was unsure about the
viability of a varsity team at first, with the understanding that this would be for a specified
period of time until a true Laurel High School soccer program would be established. I
understand that both Neshannock and Wilmington high schools started their soccer program in
this way.

The Laurel Soccer Club is willing to act as the catalyst to help get all of these ideas out of the
dreaming stage and into action. Several years back, our club approached the board, regarding
the implementation of a soccer program and was turned down. Since then, many of the areas of
concern outlined by-that board have been overcome. I would like to ask if the board would be
willing to commiit to a timeline for considering implementing a varsity soccer program. If
possible, we would like a board member to assist on a committee in preparing a formal

proposal that will be presented at a future board meeting. At that time we would then be better
prepared to detail specifically, player availability, funding sources, coaching, etc. ‘

This evening I can address some of the concerns previously raised.

Field: The C.J.Long / Spartan park being developed will incorporate a couple of soccer fields,
one of which will be a regulation size high school field. Plans for the field include a
concession stand and ambulatory access near the midpoint of the field. A scoreboard will be
donated once the field is completed. Future improvements planned over the next few years
include spectator bleachers and lighting. The field was sponsored with an $ 8,000.00 donation
made by our club and will be maintained by the club throughout the year. Access to the field
will be no different than most schools around this county; it is not on adjacent school property.



