Soccer

provided
rewards

Editor, The News:

I have a few comments
about 'the “soccer bashing”
letter in this past Saturday’s
paper.

First of all, [ do not under-,
stand how soccer is not a
real sport. | played soccer for
12 years and was bealen up
and injured as much as any
football player. )

Who cares if it's a foreign
sport, isn't the United States
supposed to be the “melting
pot” of the world? So being a
real American means accept-

_ing people and traditions

from cther countries, such
as religions, foods, clothes
and spoits.

As far as I know, Friday is
not the official night for high

school feotball; it's just ra- -

dition. 1f parents, or chil-
dren, wish to play soccer on
Friday night, or any other
time, that is their business
and they have the freedom
te choose which sports they
play. Also, onlookers have
the choice whether to watch
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If you would rather watch
football, then go right
ahead, because you have the
right as an American.

As for soccer being & "no
skill, no work game,” [ com-
pletely disagree. 1 played
varsity soccer for five years
and was required to lift
weights and do conditioning
in the off season, just like
football players. 1 also
played indoor soccer to keep
my skills sharp. 5o, | worked
just as hard to gain the
rewards of soccer as football
players do to gain their
rewards.

I have no idea how minds
and bodies are being wasted
by soccer. | was in the best
shape of my life when I
played soccer and 1 had a

blast, it also taught me -

sportsmanship, competition
and teamwork and kept me
away from peer influences of
drugs and alcchol.

I urge all Americans to
broaden their horizons and
look past old prejudices to
experience the game of soc-
Cer. :

Ashlee Nealer
Edinburg
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