on. soccer

Editor, The News:

In response to yecent let- -5 .
ters regarding soccer in the - [

Laurel School District, I offer
the following. |

Piéase note, as well as
being-a soccer parent, coach

and board member, 1-am

also an avid football, basket-
.ball and hockey fan.

1 In - response- to Vincent
‘Bejgrowicz's comments, !
|am in total agreement. After
{several presentations to the
-school board, administration
tand “consuitant,” we as an
}organlzatlop have yet to
{hear a firm, factually based
ireason ‘as.to why the sport
teannot be included.in.-the

(district's athletic progiamy;”
"} 'am a rational indfvidual "
and can -accept. & Justified-

answer of “no.7 However,

without. this justification; T~

can only dssume that It is

. the personal opinion. of -
those on the board.and ad- -

ministration.. That s, not ac-
ceptable - . lanet el
~ +Theugh not. worthy,
must also address. the nar-
_row-minded letter ‘of Fred J..
Harlan, He sliould not ex-
~press ignorance and sup-

" pression as Ametican val- -

ues. That is not the America
-1 live in, love and respect.
. Harlan's comments re-
" garding-the game as’ being

", easy and without skill are so .
* misguided they are absurd.”’

. 'THe phisical endurance,
| body control and coordina-

i

:of any sport. . .

. This summer the United
| States sent the national soc-
. cer team to the World.Cup
| (ranked ffth inthe world)
' 2nd as Harlan indicated, did
i mot-win.the: cup, However,
“"the United States also sent a

Iy LR Lt
P:glﬂf'l '

! would put against an athlete’

| tion of the soccer, athlete, I _ |

.-Major League all-star base- . a

. ball team and ap all-star bas-
ketball teany to international

* competition, both of which -

_-failed to win. ]
National . Hockey  League
- aif-stars have not fared well
» internagonally -and the Na-
tional Football League does
. not even compete Interna-
donally. . )
I hope, and pray, that Har-

lan's line of thinking is ina.- ‘

- small minority in this great
ration. '
© - Patrick W. OrConnor
director of coaching/

player development

T anirnl Carrer Club



